


 
The past year has been great for THF, for public skateparks, and for skateboarding in 
general. We reached a few foundation milestones, including supporting over 500 public skateparks (505 
to be exact) in all 50 States, totaling more than $4-million in funding. 

Our 2011 Stand Up For Skateparks events were the best yet, with The Black Keys rocking in Beverly Hills and 
Ben Harper killing it in Vegas. Our staff is more efficient than ever in providing resources and 
information to communities starting their skatepark projects. And the parks that have opened 
recently are the best we’ve seen. But despite our successes and the achievements of the groups 
we work with across the country, we can see that there is so much more to do to help communities 
address the needs of their youth.
 
In 2011, we saw 22 skateparks that received THF grants open. That means of the 505 skateparks 
that we’ve helped fund over the past decade, 418 are open—or 82%! With approximately 3,500 
skateparks in the U.S., we have contributed to 12% of them.
 
The process of getting a skatepark teaches kids in the community valuable lessons about perse-
verance and that working with their city leaders can be a positive experience. The most common 
lesson that skaters cite is that with persistence and hard work, their dreams can be realized. The 
leaders cite that the youth develop a level of ownership and pride in the skatepark that they hadn’t 
anticipated. And the communities always agree that the skatepark is more popular than they 

originally thought it would be. We hope to spread this message to more areas in need through advocacy and 
positive examples.  
 
In 2011, we held our eighth-annual DaGeDar Presents Stand Up For Skateparks benefit in Beverly Hills, in 
addition to our third-annual Las Vegas event. Each featured a Vert Demo (in which I got to skate with guys 
like Shaun White, Bucky Lasek, Mat Hoffman, Mitchie Brusco, Lincoln Ueda, Elliot Sloan, Andy Macdonald, 
and Pierre Luc Gagnon “PLG”, as well as Lyn-Z Adams Hawkins Pastrana). And the Vert Demos were followed 
by intimate sets by Grammy-winning artists The Black Keys (Beverly Hills) and Ben Harper (Las Vegas). 
 
Other celebrity guests included Jon Favreau, Sal Masekela, Bill Walton, Mark Wahlberg, Jamie Lee Curtis, 
Perry and Etty Farrell, Chuck Liddell, Kat Von D, Mike “Rooftop” Escamilla, Fred Durst, Rob Machado, Tillman 
the Skateboarding Dog, Holly Robinson Peete, Stefan Lessard, Legoland’s Darth Vader, and skate legends 
Mike Vallely, Rodney Mullen, Lance Mountain, Chris Cole, Kevin Staab, Jason Ellis, and Jamie Thomas.

Stand Up For Skateparks is an unforgettable day for all attendees (including yours truly), and together 
these events raised almost $1.4-million to help create public skateparks for at-risk youth across the country. 

Even so, the need for help (both financial and technical) far surpasses THF’s ability to provide our critical 
services and grant funding to them all. Skateparks are growing steadily in numbers, but we still need to 
ensure that they are being built in the places where they are needed most—the challenged areas where kids 
grow up with few recreational opportunities. 

Our staff is doing a great job in helping communities realize this dream, but with skateparks in less than 
fifteen percent of U.S. cities and towns, we still need more funding and advocacy to help at-risk youth every-
where have a free, safe skatepark in their area. Please help us in this mission.

Keep Ripping,

From The Founder
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Join Tony and a host of Celebrities and Action Sports Stars this Fall at the Tony 
Hawk Foundation’s 9th-annual Stand Up For Skateparks benefit, a family-centric 
action-sports festival featuring games, activities, food, auctions, live music, and a 
special Vert Demo with Tony and an all-star cast of pro Skate and BMX athletes.

For more information, visit www.standupforskateparks.org

Spring 2012

Tony Hawk celebrates the Grand Opening of the Ernest McBride 
Skatepark in Long Beach, CA with a frontside air. Photo: Anthony Acosta
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Tony Hawk and a group of pro athletes joined about 300 city officials and local youth in February for 
the grand opening of the Ernest McBride Skatepark in Long Beach, California. The Poly High neighbor-
hood, where the skatepark is located, is home to one of the country’s most diverse urban communities, 
yet few recreational opportunities are available for its youth. The new 10,000-square-foot skate plaza 
is considered by local leaders as the area’s best chance to keep kids active, healthy, and safe from gangs 
and crime.

Spearheaded by former Long Beach City Council Member Mike 
Donelon and the nonprofit Action Sports Kids (ASK Long Beach) 
organization, the McBride Skatepark was a collaboration 
between the city, its citizens, and local advocacy groups. “The 
City Of Long Beach understands the benefits of skateparks, 
and is a huge supporter of the kids who ride them,” says 
Donelon. “Today was the climax of our skatepark program. 
With the help of the Tony Hawk Foundation, we built a world-
class skatepark that is going to keep kids out of gangs and 
off drugs, and will help them stay active and get along.”

Tony Hawk presented the McBride Skatepark at THF’s 
Stand Up For Skateparks event in Beverly Hills in October, 
2010, where he helped raise $45,000 for the project. Long 
Beach has been a leader in providing its at-risk youth 
with safe, quality public skateparks, and the McBride 
Skatepark is the latest addition to its ongoing 
skatepark program. 

“It’s an excellent street-plaza design, with just 
enough transitions to make it well-rounded,” says Hawk. “It has something for all skill 
levels, and is exactly the type of project, area, and 
advocacy that we want to get involved with. It should be 
an example for other communities to follow.”

After a few brief speeches, Hawk and fellow celebrity 
skaters Geoff Rowley, Ron Chatman, Riley Hawk, Danny 
Gonzalez, Daewon Song, Chad Tim Tim, Clive Dixon, and 
Danny Montoya, plus BMXers Aaron Ross, Dakota Roche, 
and Gabe Brooks ripped through the park, demonstrating 
its potential before being joined by the hundreds of local 
youth who were keen to have their turn. “It was a blast,” 
says Hawk. “The kids were so eager to skate that we cut 
our demo short to let them in.”

Of the more than 500 skateparks the Tony Hawk Foundation 
has helped to fund, the Ernest McBride Skatepark is the 
418th to open. It’s a free, open-access facility that 
welcomes all wheeled youth—skateboarders, BMXers, 
scooter riders, and in-line skaters.

Throughout the development of the skatepark—from 
planning to fundraising to design—local youth were 
engaged and integral to the process. Now that their 
efforts have resulted in Long Beach’s latest public 
amenity, they can take pride in knowing that they helped 
create it. As both the City Of Long Beach and the Tony 
Hawk Foundation have understood for more than a 
decade, involving the youth in the process of developing the skatepark, 
and allowing them to invest their time and effort in the project, is the 
best way to ensure the park’s long-term success.

And the kids who were previously chased by police for riding their 
skateboards on city streets learned a thing or two about how local 
government can work for them; the skatepark stands as a concrete 
reminder of what they’ve accomplished through collaboration, coopera-
tion, and compromise.

The Ernest McBride Skatepark and Cal Rec Community Center are located 
at 1550 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave., Long Beach, California 90813.

Skateparks Are The Alternative Solution
Long Beach, California’s latest 
                   skatepark is city’s crown jewel. 
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Number of miles Austin Lee 
traveled from St. Cloud, MN 
to Vista, CA to volunteer as 

the newest THF Intern

Number of helmets 
distributed by the 

Tony Hawk Foundation 
to at-risk youth

In the past year, THF has 
provided expert advice to 

people interested in 
skatepark development in 

all 5O states, plus the 
following countries:

Date that Tony Hawk delivered the 
Keynote Address to delegates at 
the National Recreation And 
Parks Association Congress And 
Exposition in Atlanta, Georgia

was raised at the eighth-annual 
DaGeDar Presents Stand Up For Skateparks 
events in Beverly Hills & Las Vegas in 2011

THF grant awards since 2002 
to help build skateparks in 

low-income communities

goes directly into THF programs to 
help build free, public skateparks 

in low-income communities

Total number of THF staff members providing Technical Assistance, administering the Grant Program, managing the 
Stand Up For Skateparks event, promoting skatepark development, and inspiring youth to engage their communities
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