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If Not Concrete, Then Why?
New requirements in effect for Tony Hawk Foundation skatepark grants.

8/5/10 (San Diego, CA) – Tony Hawk Foundation grant applicants hoping for funds to help build their skateparks will need to review their plans before completing the new application. Revised guidelines require that most skateparks receiving Foundation funding be built from concrete. 

In an effort to promote more durable, permanent skateparks, the Tony Hawk Foundation is requiring that all grant applicants whose skatepark budgets are more than $50,000 build their projects from concrete. Applicants whose project budgets are $50,000 or less must demonstrate that they’ve at least received estimates for concrete options, though they may apply to fund steel-framed modular parks in that price range. 

In surveying applicant projects since 2008, Foundation staff have noticed a decline in the average cost of concrete skateparks, which in many cases were less expensive than modular skateparks of similar scale. Developments in both the design and building sectors of the skatepark industry have contributed to this trend, and communities with smaller-scale skatepark projects that were previously limited to modular options have been successful in finding creative concrete solutions.

“Our goal has always been to assist communities in developing the best possible skatepark for their budget,” said Tony Hawk Foundation Executive Director Miki Vuckovich. “Possibly because of the slow economy, what were previously higher-cost concrete options have become much more affordable. Ultimately, the true cost of a skatepark is realized over several years—the initial construction plus the long-term maintenance. Concrete skateparks have historically outlasted ramps and require the least amount of maintenance. Those are important considerations, particularly for the lower-income communities where we work.”

Among the new Tony Hawk Foundation grant-application criteria are the following:

• Skateparks located on an asphalt surface (i.e. modular ramps on an asphalt tennis court) or built from wood-framed ramps are not eligible to apply for a Tony Hawk Foundation grant.
• If the total cost of the skatepark is more than $50,000 it must be built from either custom concrete or modular-concrete products.
• If the total cost of the skatepark is between $25,000 and $50,000 it may be built from steel-framed modular ramps, but applicants must receive estimates from two design firms for a concrete skatepark.
The Fall 2010 Tony Hawk Foundation grant season begins August 15. Full details of grant-application criteria are listed in the Grant Application section of the Foundation’s Web site at www.tonyhawkfoundation.org.
A charitable, non-profit organization, the Tony Hawk Foundation was established in 2002 by its namesake, professional skateboarder Tony Hawk, to promote and provide funds for high-quality public skateparks in low-income areas throughout the United States—with an emphasis on the word "quality." Since then, the Foundation has awarded $3,261,000 to 463 communities. The Foundation focuses on working with local officials and grassroots, community-based organizations that plan to hire designers and contractors with strong experience designing and building skateparks. 

The Tony Hawk Foundation was established by a gift from Tony Hawk. Its directors raise additional funds through events, industry donations, and continuing contributions from Tony and other entities. In addition to skateparks, the Foundation also makes donations to other children-related charities, as chosen by its Board Of Directors. For more information or to make a donation, visit the Foundation's Web site at www.tonyhawkfoundation.org.

Text the word RIDE to 90999 via your mobile phone to donate $10 to the Tony Hawk Foundation. When prompted please reply with YES to confirm your gift. Full terms at mGive.com/a
#     #     #
[image: image1.jpg]